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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


THE 


Lord Haverſham. 


Offer this Diſcourſe, My Honoured Lord, to 

Tour Peruſal, in Confidence that the Subje&+ 

and Deſign of it will be ſo far Grateful to 

Your Lordſhip, as in ſome Degree to Atone 

. for the Imperfedions of the Management. | 

T Believe it will not Offend againſt Your Lord- 

ſhips very Accurate Fudgment of Things, that T 

W have not been ſo ſway'd by an Authority, which hath 

| fegnifi'd much in our Age; as to repreſent the Natu- 

ral State of Man, as a State of War, which either 

muſt ſignifie Man in his Original Conſtitution, to 

j have been a wery ill-natur'd Creature, or muſt ſignt- 
fie his Nature to be leſs Ancient than Himſelf. ; 
FOR I cannot Doubt, but the Author of that © 

Maxim, would have Dijdain'd their Way of Speak- 

ing, who by Nature Mean Vice, Or to Lawe bren 
Guilty 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Griilty of ſo Pions a Thought, that God at firſt 
made an any better Thing than we find Hin. 

I Shall the leſs paſſzonately Lament my Infelicity 
in loſing the good Opinion of Men of that Sentiment, 
if I and Right in Your Lordihips. Not knowing 
any of your Rank and Figure, in the World, with 
whom I Cont it a greater Honour to Agree in Tudg- 
ment, or do leſs Fear to Diſagree. 

I'N Matters of Secular Concernment, it becomes 

Me not to Profeſs any Fudgment at all, beſides the 
Publick, unto which in Things of that Nature, eve- 
ry Private Mans ought to be, and is profeſſedly Re- 
ſfgned. 
_TET within that Compaſs, notwithſtanding the 
Tuſt Eftcem Your Lordſhip hath of the Noble En- 
dowments, which do then Illuſtrioufly Shine in the 
Military Profeſſron, when there is a Neceſſity of their 
being red: cd to Practice: I Apprehend that other- 
wiſe Your Lordſhip hath ao more grateful Thoughts 
of War, than I, nor more ungrateful of the Neceſſa- 
ry Means of Preſerving Peace. That which is the 
Reproach of Humane Nature could never Originally 
belong to it. Nor can any thing more expoſe its Ig- 
nominions Depravaticn, than it ſhould ever be Ne- 
ceſſary the Sword ſhould Diſpute Right, and the 
Longeſt, Decide it. 

IN the Matters of Religion which is every Mans 
Buſineſs, and whoſe Sphere as it is Higher, muſt be 


pro- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

propor tonably Wider and mire Comprehenſive ; 
Hope it iz Your Lordihips conſtant Care io add 6 
Clearneſs and ReGitude of Thought, the Pleaſant- 
nels of Tafte : ; and that you apprehend it to conſiſt 
not more in a Scheme of Notions, than of Vital Prin- 
ciples; and that your Lowe to it proceeds from hence, 
that you Reliſh it and Feel you Live by it ; Ton are 
hereby Fertified againſt the Reproacy that attends it, 
from their Contempt of it who are every Day aſſault- 
ing Heaven, and would have the War not ended, but 
ozly transfe. r d thither-ward. 

THAT which tough ſome Vent, and others ad- 
mire as Wit, even Pagani{m zt ſelf A Condemn'd as 
Fooliſhaeſs. Your Lordihip is in no more Danger 
to be alter'd hereby from your choſen Conrſe, than a 
Man ia his Health and Senſes, by Satyrs againſt Eat- 
ing and Drinking. 

I Reckon Your Lordſhip is ſo. anich taken up 
with the great Things of Religion, as to be leſs ta- 
ken with the Adwenittions Things Men have Thought 
fit to affix fo it. I do not more Emulate Your Lord- 
ſhip in any Thing, than a Dijdain of Bigotry ; nor 
more Hononr any _—_ I Diſcern in Tou than True 
Catholiciſm. \ 

AND KRecounting what Things and Perſons do 

irily belong to a Church, I Believe Your Lordſhip: 
is not profeſſedly of a Larger Church, as Counting 
it too Large for You bit too narrow, and that Tou af- 


fel 
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fe not to be of a Self-diſtinguiſht Party. Nor, be- 

ſides the Opportunity of avowing the Juſt Honour, 
| and Obligations I have to Your Lordihip, and 
|  _ Your Noble Conſort, with my Sincere Concern for 
| Your Hopeful and Numerous Off-ſpring, did any 
| Thing more Invite this Addreſs to Your Lordihip, 
| than the agreeableneſs of ſuch Tour Sentiments to 
| the Mind and Spirit of 


My moſt Honoured Lord, 


T our Lordſhips 


Moſt Juſtly Devoted, and 


Moſt Faithful, Humble Servant, 


Fohn Howe. 
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Dr. BATES's Congratulatory Speech 
to the KING, Novemb. 22. 1697. 
In the Name of the Diflenting Mi- 
niſters i at# about London. 


at... 
Var. I. 


OUR Happy Return with PEACE in your Retinuc; 


| May # Pleaſe Your MAJESTY ! 
has rais'd a Spring-Tide of Joy, that overflows the 
Nation. This great Bleſſing, We Primarily owe with 


Y our moſt Solemn and Dutiful Thankfulneſ to the 


GOD of PEACE, who has Caln'd the Tempeſtuous World, 
and Chang'd the black Scene of Horror, and Miſery ; wherein the 
moſt Tragical Cruelties were Acted, Cities were Fir'd, and the 
Fires quench'd in the Blood of the Citizens; wherein Death and 
Deſpair appear'd in their Terrible Shapes: And has introduc'd 
a Bright Scene of Proſperity, wherein Innocence and Liberty, 
Commerce and Abundance are ſecurd. This we Owe, as to the 
Secondary Cauſe, with: our moſt Humble Gratitude to Your MA- 
JTESTY ; Your open and generous Oppoſition in the Field of Bat- 
tle, has Tanrd our Potent Enemies ; who preſaun''d to Level all 
Obſtacles to their Lofty Deligns, as if their Power had been E- 
qual to their Pleaſure. They had broke through the Circles of 
Iuſtice and Honour, but Your MAJESTY has fix'd ſuch Bounds, 

as may prevent their Swelling Exorbitancies for the Future. 
EUROPE, has ſeen with Admiration Your Courage and Heroick 
Heat guided by an Equal Light, and Superior to all Dangers in 
War: There is a Juſt Expectation that an Equal Honour will 
attend Your MAJESTY, for Your Ruling Wiſdom, Your Ju- 
{tice Temper'd with Equity and Goodneſs in the Counſels and 
Arts 


Arts of PEACE : You are the Glory of Your SubjeQts Abroad, 
2nd their Dzlight at Home. Your Influxive Preſence is the Vi- 
tal Breath the Kingdom Draws, the Vital Band that Unites its 
Parts, and prevents their Breaking into Confulion. 

YOUR MAJESTY is Ordain'd for Victories. Thereare more 
Noble Conqueſts to be obtain'd over worſe than Foreign Ene- 
mies: Prophaneneſs in Manners, and Pernicious Doctrines in Re- 
ligion that Fight againſt the Soul, and notwithſtanding ovr 
PEACE on Earth, Expoſe us to a Fearful War with Heaven. 
WE Live in an Age of Degenerate Wickedneſs : Wherein arc 
Numberleſs Numbers of reſolv'd Looſneſs, who by their bold Im- 
Yicties, defie the Supream MAJESTY of Heaven: Theſe W E 
Hope by Your Authority and Influence, may be Reſtrain'd, if 
not truly Reform'd ; for whereas other Princes aſſume an Infa- 
mous Prerogative to Live as they Lift, to fatishe their Vicious 
Appetites without Controul; Your MAJESTY Exhibites ſuch 
Excellent Vertues in Your Practiſe, as may be a Perſuaſive Pat- 
tern, and Commandingly Exemplary to Your SubjeQts. 

AND whereas, there are ſuch Dodrines frequently Publiſh'd, 
as are Infinitely Injurious to the Perſon and Office of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour; WE Hope Your Pious Zeal for his Divine Ho- 
nour, will put a ſtop to the Licentiouſneſs of the Preſs, that the 
Contagion of the Dead, may not Corrupt the Living. This will 
be a moſt pleaſing Sacrifice of Praiſe to the Bleſſed GOD, who 
has Preſerv'd Your moſt Precious Life in Raging War, and from 
more Imminent Dangers, by the Dark and Cruel Conſpiracy of 


Wicked Enemies. 


WE Humbly Renew the Aſſurances of our inviolable Loy- 
alty, and our Continual Prayers, That GOD would Pre- 
ſerve Your Sacred Perſon, and make Your MAJESTY al- 
ways Happy in Your Government, and Your Subjects Hap- 
py in their Obedience. | 


PSAL. 
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PSALM XXIX. the latter part of 
the Laſt LY erſe. 


The Lord will Bleſs his People with 


Peace, The Whole Verſe is, The 
Lord will give Strength to his People. 


The Lord will Bleſs his hs. \with 


Peace. 


OU fo generally know the Occaſion of this our 
Solemn Aſſembly, at this Time ; that none can 
be in Doubt concerning the ſuirableneſs of this 
Portion cf Scripture for our Preſent Confiderati- 
on. 

OUR Bulinelſs is to celebrate the Divine Goodneſs, in Preſer- 
ving cur King Avroac, aad Reſtoring him Home | in Safety, af- 
ter he had 'been the | *aPPY Inſtrument of bringing about that 
Peace, which puts a Period to a long Continued, Waſting, and 
Dubjous War, under which We, 2 ad all Eur ope have groaned 
theſe Divers Years. And if we find the favourable Workings 
of Providence to coucur and tall in with a Divine Word, point- 
ing them to GOL S own People; as ityis for Initance, The Lord 
will Bleſs his People with Peace : i e. He will vouchſafe this Bleſ- 
ſing to kis own People in the Gtreſt Seaſon, as it muſt be under- | 
ſtond ; this zdds ſo much the more grateful and plcaſant Reliſh, 
to the Mercy we are this Day to acknowledge, It cannot but 
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do ſo with Right Minds, unto which nething is more agreeable, 
than to deſire and covet ſich Favour as G OD ſhews to is onn 
People, and to be made. zlad with his Taleritance, Plalnt 105. 4. 5, 
from an Apprehenſion, that there muſt be ſomerriiat very 
culiar in ſuch Mercy as G OD vouchſafes to his own, is @ jw 
ple Peculiar and Sele&, ſevered and ſet apart for himicy, ioum 
the reſt of Men. 

*TIS true indeed, that Peare, abſiractiy coniiderec, 15 80th 


the appropriate, nor the conſflars Piuriede of fuck 3 Poopic g 
they neither alone enjoy it,, nor at 45 Tres, wan 5t 1s liought 
about, even for them, they nave other Lorta Qnss Pvt y2Þts ich 


Favours of Providence as arc of J2:ger exicut, and rich wo ma- 
ny belides G O DS own People, kive a more vecuiter benign A- 
{ſpe& upon them, and are aitcnoced, with re'=:ence £0 tem, with 
ſuch Conſequences, as whercin others, without being mat of 
this People of his, are not Shaters with them. Some Intima- 
tion there is of this in this Pſalm, which the Title ifycaks, 4 
Pſalm of David, and which ſome ti;i:k to refer unto the \Wars 
managed by him in his Time with the 2oabites, ſignified by the 
Wilderneſs of Cadeſh, and the Syrians, ſignihed by the Cedars 
of. Lebanon, of whom he ſpeaks in the Prophetick Stile, as if, by 
the terrible and amazing appearances of G O D's Power againſt 
them, they were Thunder-ſtruck, hke the Trees of a Forreſt, 
or as the Hinds that are wont to inhabit amongſt them, And 
fo it is concluded, and ſhut up with this Epiphozema in the End 
of the Pſalm, The Lord will give Strength to his People, the Lord 
will Bleſs bis Peojle with Peace : 1, e. Ne is in War their Strength, 
and their Felicity in Peace; in War, He is the Author of all thas 
Power, wherewith they are enabled to oppoſe and overcome Po- 
tent Enemies; And in Peace, he is their truly felicitating Good, 
and makes them, by his own vouchſafed Preſence, a truly bleſ- 
ſed People. | 

IT is the lattcr of theſe, Peace, unto which the Preſent Oc- 
caſion confines us. And concerning that, we might. in the 

i. PLACE, Note, from the Text, That whercſoever it is 
brought about, GOD is the Author of it, GO D nil Fleſs his Peo- 
ple with Peace. That Title which the Scripture gives him, The 
G O D of Peace, with. the many Expreſſions of like Import, where- 
with it abounds, can leave them in no Doubt, concerning the 
Divine Influence and Agency in bringing about the gratefn} In- 
tervals of Peace, after deſolating Bloody Wars, who have any 


REVErence 


L- 


Reverence for the Sacred Oracles, And indeed, to inſiſt upon 
ſuch a Subje&t as this, in a Caſe ſo plain, ſo acxnowledged 
amongſt Meu that believe the Pible, were to Reproach the Au- 
ditory, as if it were made up of Scepticks and Atheiſts, or of 
them that did not believe this World was made by G OD; or that 
it was made by him only by ſome caſual Stroak, and without 
Deiign, that he cared not for his reaſonable intelligent Crea- 
tures when he had made them, what became of them, nor did 
at all concern himſelf, in their moſt conſiderable Concernments. 


the whole. 
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2, I ſhall ſhew you Briefly, how valuable a good Peace is in 
it ſelf, as it ſtands oppoſed unto Bloody and Leſtructive Wars. 
And this will beſt be ſeen, by ſating and viewing it in that 
Oppoſition, and by repreſenting to you ſomewhat of the Hor- 
ror of War; which we may do, by viewing it in its Cc::zſes, in 
it ſelf, and in its diſmal Conſequences, wherewith it is wont tc be 
attended, 

CONSIDERitinits Cavfcs, and they are principaily th:/c t::9, 
the Wickedneſs of Men, and the juſt Venzeauce of G 3 D thi o- 
upon. Theſe two concurring, and falling in tegetber, mit. be 
underſtood to be the Canſes of ſo great a Calamity vn ons Ne 
in this World. And I ſhall only coniider theſe two in thr 
Complication, and not ſpeak to them diſtinctly aud jrpirate- 
ly. | 

: VERY Plain it is, That War 1s a Max cf tht 4: #gcy, and 
Stigmatizes Man as Fal'en from G OD, in 2 Dipuuooro vol 
ted State. It is the Horrid Iflue of Mens baviycn fo fin GU), 
and of their being Abandon'd by Fim i che fhory of thev ra 
Furious Luſts and Paſſions, The Natural, and che Pcuiat Efgct 
of their having ſever'd themſelves, and broke looſe from rhe Di- 
wine Government. From whence are Wars? Are they act from your 
Luſts ? Jam. 4.1. GOD molt juſtly Puniſhes Mens Injultice, not 
by Infuling Malignity, which he needs not, into their rainds and 
Natures, and which it is impoſſible He can'be the Author of, 
whoſe very Natyre it ſelf is Goodrefs, and Purity, and Love ; but 
having Forſaken Him, Rebelled againit Him, Diiclaimed Him as 
their Ruler, Refuſed any longer to be Subject to Him ; they are 
Forſaken of Him, and left to take Vengeance for it on one ano- 
ther; of which there cannot be a greater Inſtance, than that, 
when Controverſies do ariſe between Men and Mcn, between Na- 
tion and Nation, Kingdgn and Kingdom, one People and ano- 
ther, it 1s preſently to be Decided by a Bloody Sword. This ſpeaks 
a Monſtrous Degeneracy in the 7zteliedual World, and from the 
Original Recitude that belongs to the Nature of Men, which in 
his Primitive State did ſtand in a Temperament of Reaſon and 
Love. That there ſhould be Differences about erm and Truum in a 
Creature of that Conſtitution, is it ſelf an Horrid Thing ; bur 
then that ſuch Differer.ces are to-be Determined only by Violence, 
that preſently they mult hereupon Run into War ! Good GOD ! 
What an Indication 1s this, That Peaſon, Wiſdom, Truſtice, and, 
Love are fled from this Earth! Andit ſpeaks Rebc!/ion againſt GOD 

Ih 


in the Higheſt Kind, *tis a Subverſion of the moſt Fundamental 
Law of his Kingdom over the Intelligent World, Thu foz!t Lowe 
the LORD thy GOD with all thy heart, nith all thy fo:il, with ail thy 
mind, with all thy wgeght, and thy Neigbour as thy [clf. 

*F IS impoſlible there ſhould be any ſuch Thing as 17%z7 in the 
World, but by the Violation of this moſt Fundamental [viae 
Law, the Principal and molt Important Thing rhat this Govern- 
ment does as it were Conhſt in over reafonable Creatrres, their 
Loving Him adove all, and one another as themielves, Ti1s Law, 
obſerved, muſt make this Earth another Zraven : This Low, Vio- 
lated, and Broken, makes it another Hell, Man being Falu from 
GOD, and having loſt their Acquaintance with Him, and all Re- 
liſh of Divine Things, think to Repair their Loſs out of this Sen- 
{ible World ; whereof no Man thinks he hatn enough. Dejire of 
more, blinds their Eyes that they cannot Jjuuge - of Right and 
Wrong. Hence every Man's Caule 1s Right 18 113 own Eyes. Ap- 
petite is the only Aeafurc they Judge, by, And Power (whatſoever 
of it any one can graſp) the Inſtrument by which they Executetheir 
perverſe Judgment. A Diſmal Spectacle, and Subjet of Contem- 
plation to the Inhabicants of the Purer and more Peaceful Regions ! 
To bchold a Divine Gft-Spring, the Sons of GOD, now Trans - 
form'd into Sons of the Earth, and Tearing 1a piccs one another, 
for what ſome Poſteſs, and others Cover ! | 

YEA, and to a Calm, Unintereſied Spectator on our own 
Globe, this can be no grateful proſpe& to View the Hiſtory of 
all Times, and Nations, and take Notice hor full it is of ſuch Tra- 
gedy ! Corntrics from Age to Age made Ateldan:a's, Fields of Blood, 
on this Account, of extending or Confining Empire and Domini- 
on, of Invading anothers, or Defending ones own ! 

BU T hereupon it is not ſtrange, when a World of Intelligert 
Reaſonable Creatures arc thus gone off from GOD, and in Rebel- 
lion againſt him, in the moſt Fundamental part of his Government, 
that He ſuffers them to be the Executioners of His Juſt Wrath upon 
one another. ; 

AND if we thus look upon War, Firſt, in this its Complicated 
Cauſes, it is the Opprobrizm, the Reproach of Humane Nature, of 
Inte:tgent Reaſonable Creatures, 

BUT Mext look upon It 77 it felf, and what 1s it, but the De- 
ſtruction of Humane Lives, of Creatures made after the Image of 
GOD ? Of whom He has fo High a Value, and whoſe Lives, even 
for that very Reaſon,. He is pleaſed to Fence and Secure by a Se- 


Vito. 


[TC] 

9:reLaw, Whoever ſheds Man's Blood, by Man ſhall bis Blood be ſed, 
for in the mage of GOD made He Man. But here is a Formed De- 
tign of Deſtroying Flumane Lives by multitudes ; Lives of Creatures 


bearing the 1mage of GOD. 

A ND by how much the more Neceſlary this is in many Caſes, 
ſo much the more Grievous and Calamitous a Thing it 1s, that 
when to Cut Off and Deſtroy by multitudes fo Precious Things as 
Humane Lives, 1s Tragical and Horrid, not to do it 1s fo much 
Worſe ! Yea, That War it ſelf is become an Art, and that the Va- . 
lour and Skill which belong to it are Laudable Excellencics, is all 


 Ageravation of the Sadneſs of this Caſe. 


AND if we do conlider the Conſequences and Effects which 
do enſue upon ſuch War, How full of Horror and Frightfulneſs are 
they ! And thoſe moſt of all, that are leaſt of all thought on, and 
tnat lye moſt out of view : For, belides that Property is gone, and 
no Man knows what to call his own, Laws loſe their Force, Magi- 
{trates their Authority, and Reverence, Civil Government is Diſ- 
obey'd and Deſpiſed, Common Order is Violated and Turged in- 
to Confuiion ; Families torn 1n pieces, Countries laid Waſte and 
Defolate, Towns and Cities Sack'd, Ravag'd, and made Ruinous 
Heaps. Beſides all this, (I fay) the Sacred Rites and Myſteries of 
Relizion are Neglected and Protaned, its Holy Solemnitics inter- 
rupted, Worſhipping Aſſemblies are broken up. Men have little 
Opportunity left them to mind their great Concerns with GOD, 
and for another World; Care for Immortal Souls, when it is moſt 
Neceſſary, is thrown ont of doors, and Reaſonal Creatures, that 
ſhould be employed in Adoring and Worthipping tFerr Great Crea- 
tor, the GYD of their Lives, are Employed in Detigaing the Autual 
Deſtruttion of one anothers Lives: And it may be, that is leaſt 
coniider'd, which carries the moſt of Horror in it, that multitudes 
are hurried down to Perdition, neither 1:rcad. d by themſelves, nor 
Apjrebeaded by the Deſtroyer ; Souls are paſting in ſhoals into E- 
tcrnity, they not conlidering it who are {cnt, nor they that ſend 
them ! And what ſport does this make for Devils, thoſe Envious 
Apoſtate Spirits, that firſt drew Men into a like Apoſtacy, that 
when GOD had giventhis Earth to the Children of Xen, Aſſign- 
ing to themſelves a worſe abode amialt 7aferaa! Parrnſs and Hames, 
they ſhould be Tearing one another 1n pieces about this their 
Portion, under the Suz, making CD's Bounty to them the Occa- 
ſion of their doing all manner of Tiolence to one another ! That the 
Prince of the Apoſtacy., the Thuttin; God of this World, ſhould have the 

Oppor- 
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Opportunity of Peholding Man ſometime, by Divize Grant the Lord 
ot it, now its ſlave, and his Captive by it! Led- by him at his will, 
into whatſoever is moſt Reprgnant tothe Will, and the very Nat: are 
of his Maker. That whercas he was at firit made afrer GO :; 
own Image, a God-lixe Creature reſembling bis 27zer, cipectally +; 
Spiritzality, and Love, he now more Feſcml _ "0 SCutualicy 
Beſts, and in malignity Deviis, and both, by an #rordi:ate Live of 
this World ; the Friendſhip w hereof, : and a mind Carne Dy ir 
is Enmity agai ft GOD. (Fam, 4. 4. "Rom. 7.) And wWuUCC2CE nit 
becauſe every Man thinks i135 own {hare too lite, he becunes an i 
ones Fn:my, that hath more of it than him{oif, 

AND thus have Devils the pleature of Z* yo 3 Pen by this 
very Gift and Expreſſio2 of GG!) s o 62 1:;neſs to them, 
Transformed into Emrity, and H:tred of himiolt and one anotlicr, 
Forſaken of Him, aiii De eitr oying each other, and haſteping once 
more into tuner Horrid —_ - that as ti:tvy were Accomr lices 
with them in their firſt Rche!/ron, they 1: ay be Partakers and Aſo 
ciates with them in bi + - and 1orm+sut, The moſt diſmal part of tnc 
Story, 18 that which 1y2s moſt out of light, 

N © W ler all this | >e coni.Uered and put together, and furely 
Peace is a Vai.c)ie Thing, It ipeaks Man in ſome degree return'd 
to himſelf, and in ina right mind, when he can Agree and be Con- 
tent to let another live Quict and Unmoleſted by hun ; one Man 
another Man, and one Nation another INation. 

THUS far does Peace appear a Bleſſing, a-part and by it ſelF. 
a Valuable Good, and, according to the Common Notion and Eſti- 
mate, it may be called a Bleſſing, wherewith GOD Bleſſes His Peo- 
ple, in common with- others.” But we are further to con- 
{1der, 

2, WHAT Things are requiſite to make this a Rea, and a 
Compleat Bleſſing, Capable of being Appropriated vnt9 GOD's own 
peculiar People. Which ſeems alſo to - Intended here, . The 
LORD rrill Bleſs His People mith Peace. In Speaking to this, 7 


ihall do theſe Two Things : 
t, MENTION the. Requifites themielves, 


2, SHEW their Requiſateneſs : Or, Shew what is Requiſate: 
to make Exter.il Peace, a Real and Peculiar Bleſſing. And 
then ſhew you upon what Account the Addition and Concomit- 


tancy vf ſuch Things 1s Regz1/ite, 
I. 1 
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+1. 1 ſhall ſhew you the Things that are requiſite. 
1. SUCH Peace as we have been hitherto ſpeaking of, is then 
truly a Bleſſing, when there 1s in Conjunction with it, a very Co- 


pious Effaiion of the Spirit of GOD, In fſuch a Concomitancy, 


Peace will make a People, a Bleſſed People. When, after ſuch 
a Calamitous Diſpenſation was over, and at an End, as we 
read of, Ezet. 39. wherein ver. 23, GOD is ſaid to hide his 
Face ; and many of his People were carried into Captivity, and 
many fell by the Sword, it comes at length to this, He will no 
more hide his Face, or cover it with ſo ireful and gloomy A- 
ſpects. and Appearances that it cannot be comfortably beheld. 
"Tis for this very Reaſon, Becauſe he pours forth ' bis Spirit upoa the 
whole Houſe of Iſrael, as it 1s in verſe 29. of that Chapter, Pouring 
forth, ſignifies a Copions Communication ; and if the Spirit of 
G © D be copiouſly communicated,the beſt of Bleſſings are in great 
abundance contained in it, which will infer, or countervail what- 
ſoever is valuable or needful beſides, to make the State of ſuch a 
People a Bleſſed State. 

2. IT will be fo, when the Goſpel of Peace has its free courſe, 
and a large ſpread in the World.. When, in Conjunction with 
beatinz of Swords into Plow-ſhears, and Spears into Pruming-hooks, the 
Law goes forth of Sion, and the Word of the Lord from Jeruſalem ;, 
and Nations ſhall fay, Come, let us go up to the Flouſe of the Lord, 
and he will teach us his Ways, and we will waltz in his Statutes : as 


- in that of Micah 4.2, 3. And 


3. W HEN, according to the Dictate of Divine Wiſdom, Kings 
d; Reign (as Prov. 8.15.) and Princes decree Fuſtice ; when GODS 
People have Judges, as at the firſt, Connſellors as at the beginning, 
Ifa. 1, 26. able Mea, Zen of Truth, fearizy G OD, and hating Co- 
wetouſreſs, Exod. 18, 21, hen he 15 pleaſed to fet Kings on the 
Throne, th; ſcatter the 17 .cked with ther Fyes, and fo to eſtabliſh 
the Throae in Righteouſneſs ;, when there is a Delign driven, by 
thoſe that bcar the Civil Sword, the Sword of Juſtice, to be a 
Terror to Evil-doers, but a Praiſe to them that. do well; ſo as 
it may b2 ſaid upon this account, tiicy are the Miniſters of GO D 
for good, whom he has been pleaſed to for in ſuch Stations, 

4. W HEN GOD ze Piftors ofter 515 own Heart, thatare a- 
ble, and do make it their buſineſs, to fee 4 his People with Know- 
kze, and Vnderſtindiag, When he infpirits ſuch to cry migh- 
Lily, to warn 3ien off from Sin, When Watchmen, fer over his 


People, are faithful in the buineſs or their Station, at oncs both 
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to ſave their People and Themſelves, from having their Blood 
required at the Hands of either, This will make a peaceful 
State, an happy State; it will contribute a great deal towards ir. 
And again, when hereupon, 1n the | j] 

5. PLACE, Wickednelſs languiſhes, the Luſts of Men droop 
and wither, There 1s {ome vilible reſtrain”, it there be not an 
univerſal Mortification, of ſuch Fruits of the Fleſh as thoſe that 
are ſpoken of Gal. 5. 19. .1:'tcry, fornication, uncleanneſs, laſci- 
wiouſneſs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulation, wrath, 
ſtrife, ſedition, her:Ges, envyings, rurders, drunzenneſs, reoilings, 
and ſuch like, t!.2t are in-onl:itent with a ſhare in the Inheri- 
tance of the Kinzdom of GO D, as it after follows. This does 
Tauch to the making a peacefvl State of Things, a Bleiſtd State; 
it takss away much of the Occalioa of further Controverſic be- 
tween G OD and ſuch a People. But b | 

6. WHEN there is a very great Diffuſion of an Holy new 
Nature, which carries the Matter higher, and 1s a great Addi- 
tion, though in certaia Conjuncion with the former; as it is 
when the Luſts, and Works of the Fleſh do ceaſe to be Reign- 
ing and Rampant among them, who Live under the Goſpel, 
through the vidorious and more powerful Operation of the Spi- 
rit of Grace breathing in it. For then by the Influence of the ſame 
Spirit, not only ſuch vicious Inclinations are pluck't up by the 
Roots, as certainly withſtand a Peoples Felicity ; but ſuch poſi- 
tive Principles are implanted, as tend to promote it. Yet ſince 
this Conjunction 'is not conſtant, but ſuch infolencies of wicked- 
neſs, as more directly tend to make a People wiſerable, may 
be repreſt by Inferiour Cauſes: I therefore more expreſly add, 
that then Peace may be reckon'd a certain, and a full Bleſ- 
ſing, when with it we bekcid a Divine Offspring continually 
riſing vp, of Men appearing tv be Born of G © D, and to have 
received a GOD like Narure; apt to do Good, and become 
Bleſſings to the World. When there 1s a Riſing Generation 
of ſuch ! Not proſelyred ts this or that Party, but to real ſfubſtan- 
tial Godlineſs and Chriſttaivcy. When Malrtitudes are thus turn- 
ed unto the Lord, When there are numerous Converſions, a 
new Creation 1s ſpringing up 1a vitible and multiply'd inſtances, 
fo as that Holineſs comes to be both. an 2xtenlive and illuſtri- 
Gus thing ; when ALti::de comes to give Reputation to fſeri- 
ous Religion; when it is no lon” er a Keproach to be a vilible 
Fearer of G © D, becauſe generaiiy Men are ſo. When it 1s 
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look't upon as'no faſhionable Thing, to be a defpiſer of God, 
and Heaven, and to breath out Contempt, of the Divine Pow- 
er that gave us Breath, And | 

7. WHEN hereupon, the Divine Government obtains and 
takes place"in the Minds and Conſciences of Men, When his 
Authority is owned with Reverential Submiſhon. Then G © D 
does Bleſs a People, when his Fear ſpreads far and near; G O.D 
ſhall bleſs us, and all the Ends of the Earth ſhall fear Kim; as in 
that Pſalm 67. the latter end. And again, 

8. WHEN there is a manifeſt Power and prevalency of 
Divine Love amongſt Men, that bear the ſame Name of Chri- 
ſtians ; when that Peace of GOD Rules in their Hearts, unto. 
which they are. all called in one Body. When they obſervably 
keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, When 
they have Peace one towards another, ſo as that it may be ſeen 
that they are all the Sons of Peace, the Children oft the ſame 
Father, who has. conveyed it into them, as part of that Divine 
Nature, which he communicates to the Regencrate Seed, when 
there is a natural Propenſity to one another, that they can no 
more- Violate and Tear that vital Bond of Love and Peace that 
is among them, than they can endure to Tear their own Fleſh, 
or pluck out their own Eyes. When Peace among Chriſtians, 
appears to- be a connatural Thing, not the product of Conve- 
nency and prudential Conſiderations only ; but a Natnre, which 
none can more endure to Counter-Act, than to ofier Violence 
to themſelves; a Thing which Nature admits not, whoſe Laws 
never allow it to Act againit it felf. And 

Laſily, W HE N, upon all this, GOD appears to be Reconciled 
unto fuch a People, For in His Favonr is Life, When all theſe 
Things do concur, as ſo many Indications of His being at Peace 
with them, z. e. That He has intirely Forgiven them All Former 
Offences, That their Sins and Iniquities He rememiters n9 more ;,, And 
theſe concur with ſuch Things as partly Make, and partly Argue 
them, the ObjeAs of His Delight, That He has Written Fits Law 1 
their Hearts, He has Put His Spirit into them, He has made them a 
Company of God-like Creatures like Himſelf, whoſe very Nature 15 


Love; they are his Living Reſcmblances in that very Reipect, ex- 
preſſing herein His Yertues, who has Called them ont of Darkncs, 
into Tis onn Glorious and Marvyelious Lizyt, FBerenpon, inch a Peo- 
ple may reckon themſelves fecure of GOD's own Preſence, FH? 1s 
2 the midſt of them, and His Glory ceaſes to hover, becomes with 

them 
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them a Fixed Thing, ſettles its Station, as not about to diſcontinue 
or remove; their Land may now be called, Ty: Ld of Immanuel, 
and bears the Inſcription GGD with w. The Tavernacle of 
GOD is with them, and He is reſolved to Dreil with them, and be 
their GOD, and a-vow them before all the World for Bis Feculiar 
People. After the many things that do concur together, in an Inferiour 
kind, as the concomitants of a meerly External Peace as, That their 
Sons grow up as Hants their Daughters as ſo many Poliſhed corner Stones, 
that join together the Walls of a Pallace, that their Garners be fail, 
their Sheep numerous thur Cxen ſtrong, & that there be no complaining 112 
their Strects; after all theſe things, it 1s ſubjoined, Yea, Happy ts the Feo- 
ple whoſe GOD 1s the LORD, All the foremention'd things, alone, 
will never make a Bleſſing worthy of a People peculiar ro GOD. 
But when it can be ſaid, That the LORD is their GOD, they arc 
an Happy People indeed, Pfzlm 144. 12. 15. Such as theſe are the 
Things Kequifite to make Peace a Compleat Bleſjtug. But now 
we are | 

2. TO ſhew you the Requiſiteneſs of the Concurrence and 
Concomitancy of ſuch Things to the mentioned Purpoſe ; or 
how it may appear, that ſuch Things as theſe are neceſſary to 
compleat this Bleſſing, or to make it a-truely valuable, or a ſpe- 
cial Bleſſing, In Order hereto Note, 


1. THAT there is ſuch a Thing, as a ſpecial Bleſſing, very 
diſtinguiſhable from ſuch Bleſſings as are meerly Common. We 
read of one Jabez, 1 Chron. 4. 9, 10. faid to be more honourable 
than his Brethren, And ſomewhat very remarkable ( as we are 
to reckon, when to the. Divine Wiſdom it was thought fit to be 
inſerted amidſt a Genealogical Diſcourſe ) is further ſaid of him ; 
2i2. That he called to the GO D of Iſrael, ſaying, O ! that thou 
wouldſt Bleſs me indeed, &c, And *tis added, G O D granted what 
he Requeſted. It ſeems, belides+, what goes under the Common 
Notion of #lc/];g, he reckon'd there was ſomervhat more Peculiar, 
which he calls Bl:/ſing 1maeed, There is a known Hebraiſm in 
that Expreſſion, What we read Bleſs me imdced, is, Bleſs me 1mm 
Bleſſing 'me ;, q. d. Let me have a Bleſſing, within a Bleſſing ; Let 
me . have that Bleſſing, whereof the other is but a Cortex, the 
outſide. Let/me have that Bleſling, that is wrapt up and enclo- 
ſed -in the External Bleſſing. And becauſe ”tis ſaid, .And'GOD 
granted his Requeſt, we have Reaſon to uuderſtand, it was fopy- 
what very peculiar that GO -D vouchſafed unto him ; Ands'chat 
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2ccount which ſome give us, has a look that way ; that GOD vouch- 
fafed him ſomewhat more extraordinary in the kind of Mental 
and Intellectual Endowments : For we are otherwiſe informed, 
that this Jabez became a noted Do@&or among the Fews, and that 
the City, called after his Name, was thereupon afterwards the 
Reſidence of ſuch as were molt Learned in their Laws, F-tabl. 
atud Critic. That is to be Bleſſed indeed, to have theſe Things 
conferr'd, that do reach the Mind, and affect the inner Man; 
to be bleſſed with Spiritual Bleſſings from the Heavenly Places, 
as 18 that Eph. 1. 3. There is a Spiritual ſort of Bleſſing, that may 
be encloſed in the Exteraal Ple/mg : And particularly in this of 
Peace, which while it is common to the People of GOD, with 
other Men is it {elf not common. 

2, I further Note, That the things I have mentioned to you, they 
are of that ſpecial kind, they are either immediate Spiritval Bleſſings 
or Subſervient to ſrch, Whercupon now we may,from ſeveral con- 
{iderations, evince to you, that, without them, ſuch an External 
Good as this of Peace, is not a compleart Bleſſing : 

i. I T 18 no Argument of GO 7s Special Favour, The Beſt and 
molt Valuable Bleſſin2s are from the Euorie bexiueros, the good 
pleaſure of His Will, Zh. 1. 3,4,5- Other Men may enjoy Ex- 
ternal Benefits, may both Proſper in War, and Flouriſh in Peace, 
as well, and oitcn more than GOD's own Peeple, You Read of a 
Time, wherein the whole Earth is ſaid to be at Reſt and Qniet, If. 1.4. 
7. Therefore meer Peace 15 no mark of Special Pivine Favour, and 
{ois not Abſtractly conſidered, a Compleat Bleſſing ; not a Self- 
defrrable Thing. | 

2. MEN are not made by it the better Men ; they may enjoy 
Peace, and being Carnal-minded Men before; may itil] continue 
{o, as great Strangers to G9D as they were, as Vain and Senſual, 
as Profligate and Licentions, as Uſeleſs in the World, as Miſchic- 
vons; every way as Ill Men as ever. And 

3. THEY may, by meer External Peace, become ſo much the 
worſe Men. That may be an Occaſion to them of their growing, 
worſe and worſe. The Proſperity of Fools (i. e. of Wicked Men} 
lays and deſtroys them, Prov. 1. 32. *Tis an Obſervation, that runs 
through the Courſe of Time, that as Wars at length beget an en- 
forced Peace ; fo Peace, infers free Trade and Comerce, and that 
Plenty, and that, Pride and Wantonnelſs ; fo theſe run us back in an 

meſic, but unhappy Circle to be as we were, in War again, And if 
thaw prove not the preſent or the ſpeedy Conſequent, th.zt _ 
which 
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which is worſe than War, unleſs GOD vouchſafe that other ſort of 
Bleſſing, which will Influence, and Better Mens minds. Vice ſprings | 
up in the more fattened Soil. Mens Luſts will ſoon prove more 
Oppreſſive Tyrants than they can have freed themſelves from, by 
the juſteſt and moſt proſperons War, and will ſubdue them to a 
far Viler and more Ignoble Servitude, An ingenious Writer of 
- thoſe Aﬀairs, obſerves, that the former Scipio open'd the way to ven: p4- 

the Roman Power ;, the Latter, to their Luxury. Their Yertuc lan= tercul. 
guiſht, and they were conquered by their own Vices, who before 
could Conquer the World. + That Noted Moraliſt ſays, Infirmi + $22. 
eſt anim, non foſſe pati divitias. *Tis a weak mind that cannot 
bear a proſperous condition : But where are there minds ſtrong 
enough to bear it, if they be not Bleſt from Above with ſome- 


what better than that 7rofperity it ſelf. 


4. Men may, notwithſtanding meer External Peace, be as miſera- 
ble in this, and in the other World, as if they had never known it ; 
and much more, if by it they have been the more wicked. I be- 
ſeech you conſider, Are they a Bleſſed People ? Or, Is that a Fleſ- 
ſed 21an, between whom and Eternal Miſery there is but a breath ? 

e may but breathe another breath, and be in the midſt of Flames ; 
Is he Rappy this moment, that may be as Miſerable as any Devil 
the next ? Thoſe things can only be compleat Bleſſings to any, that 
are inſeparable ones, and that will make them for ever Bleſſed. For 
me to have bnt ſuch a Bleſſing, as does not make | me Bleſſed ! 
What an unbleſt Bleſſing is this ! A Phzloſopher can tell you, Bleſſed- 
neſs cannot be a thing ſeparable from my ſelf; not a _xwgrriw Te, 
Ariſt. 1t can much leſs be ſuch a thing as may leave me miſerable 
to all Eternity, leaſt of all, what may make me ſo, by degenerating 
into a Curſe, as al. 2.2. 

THEREFORE theſe are demonſtrations that meer External 
Peace,gwithout ſuch Additions as you have heard of, can never be a 
Compleat Bleſſing, nor ſuch as can be underſtood vouchſafed to thre 
People of GOD, as their Ultimate and Conſummatiye Felicity, 

1 T muſt in the mean time be acknowledg'd, that as a People 
may belong to GOD, Externally more than another People; and 
may ſome time be Exterzally more reformed than at other times ;, {o 
Peace, with other External Good Things, may thereupon be aftord- 
cd them, as Leſs-expreſſive Aarts of GCD's Favour, and approba- 
rion of their more Regular Courſe, And by the Tenor of GO Z's 


varticular Covenant with the people of 7/racl, might more certain- 
ly 


——— 


Ca a A LE 0 I ; 


oo oe et Ee Are on 
X > 4 6 m——————_—_ 


[| 14 } 


"Jy beexpeced ſo to be. Yet this is a State wherein. it is not 'Tea- 


ſonable or ſafe for any finally to acquieſs. . 
1 therefore now cone tothe promiſed V/e, which will correſpond 
to the two General Heads 1 have 'been diſcouriing of. Firſt, To let 


you ſee what caule of Thanks;t1ng we have in reference to the former, 


the Bletſins of Peace abſtratiy confidered. And, Secondly, IWhat 
Canſe of Supplicatic: we bave, m reference to the latter, the Additions 
that ate reeuifite to m:4%e it a Compleat Blejjing. | 

1. fs to the former, Since Peace 1s fo Valuable a Thing, conſj- 
fidered a-parr, as you have heard it 1s. This poiats out to n; 
The matter of Than'ſsiving, for which this day is appointed, That 
GCD has preſerved our KING, amidit fo innumerable Darpers 
abroad ; That He has brought hin home to vs in Safery 5 That Ee 
has made him the Inſtrument of That Pezce, that we find is ar 
length brought about, wherein he 1s returned to us a Greater Cou- 
guror, than if he had Routed and Deltroyed never fo Potent Ar- 
mizs of our Enemies in the Field, we have Reaſon to underſtand 
'the matter ſo. By prevailing in War, he had only Conquered by 
Force ;, by prevailing for Peace, he has Conquered by W/dom and 
Goodneſs. By prevailing in War, he had only Conquered the Bo- 
dily Power of our Enemies, or their baſer part ; by prevailing for 
'Peace, he has Conquered their minds. . By prevailing in War, he 
had brought about the Good only of one fide ; by prevailing for 
Peace, he has brought about the Real Benefit of hoth {ides, a far 
more diffufive Bleſſing. By prevailing in War, he had Conquer- 
ed Enemies; by prevalling'for Peace, he has Conquered Enmity it 
ſelf. By prevailing in War, he had over-come other Men ; but 
in prevailing for Peace, conlidering his Martial Spirir, and his high 
Proyocations, he has donea far Greater Thing, he has Conquer- 
ed himſelf, whom none ever Conquered before. 

BESIDES what this Great Bleſſing of Peace, generaily con- 
ſidered, contains 1n it ſelf, we ought to Amplify it to our ſelves, 
being brought-about by tuch means, wherein-we have ſo particu- 
lar a Concern. This ought to add with vs a very Grateful Reliſh 
to it, for it isa Glory to our Nation, that GOD has ſet a Prince on 


-tne Fnylifh Throne, that could ftgnitie fo much to the World ; the 


Beams of that Glory, GD hath caſt on him, refle&, and ſhine upon 
His Pcople ; to be made the Fez! among other Nations, and not 
the Tail ; GOD hath in E135 Word Taught us, Not to count it an 
inconiiderable thing. And it 15 our more peculiar Glory, that 
our KING is Renowned, -not by throwing Death and Deſtrudti- 
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om every where round about him but by ſpreading tlie Benefits includ- 
ed in Peace — the Neighbeur-Nations. And is Returned to us, 
leaving the reſt of Exrope only to Lament that they ail live not un- 
der his Government ; I pray GOD he may.meet with no Ungratc-: 
ful Returns ; and that none may. be fo ill-minded as to gradge at 
Power ſo lodg'd as to ſave us, who were leſs concern'd at its being 
lodg'd, where it could only be. deſigned to deſtroy us.. In the 
mean time, it might Excite us to the higher pitches of Thankfol- 
neſs to Almighty GOD, for this Bleſſing of. the Preſent Peace, if 
we did conſider, . | 
B O T-H, what it hath Coſt. 
. AND whereto it is Improvable. 


BUT the Former Confrderation T ſhall not inſiſt upon, leſt any 
ſhould make an undue uſe of it. 

AND the Latter, I leave tothe following Head, which we are 
next to proceed to, /7z. 

Secondly. T O ſhew what matter of Supplication remains to 
us upon the latter Account, that is, with Reference to ſuch. 
things as are yet wanting to make this Bleſſing of Peace a Compleat 
Bleſſing, and without which it cannot be nnderſtood to be ſech ; 
but we may be left, at laſt, a moſt miſerable People; and fo 
much the more miſerable, by how much - the higher Favours we 
have to account for, that not being Improved, muſt have been 
thrown away upon us. The Mercies included. in the Peace, will 
be unimproved and loſt, without the mentioned Additions, Where- 
of all the ſeveral Heads that were Recited belong to one; Viz, 
That of Spirit:4l Bleſſing That therefore # the General, we have 
to pray for, that GOD may be ſaid to leſs us indecd, to Bleſs us 17 
Bleſſing us, viz. That He would Bleſs us with Stiritual Bleſſings in the 
Heavenlics, (i. C. in Heavenly Things, or from the. Heavenly Pla- 
ces) in Chriſt Jeſus, as Eph.-1. 3. 

LET us I Pray you Learn to diftinguiſh between a Self-deſ;- 
rable Good, that in its own Nature, is fuch, fo immutably, and 
invariably that it can never degenerate, or ceaſe to be tuch : 
And what is only ſuch by Accideat, and in ſome Circumſtances 
way be much otherwiſe. 

SPIRITU AL Good, that of the Mind and Spirit, and 
which makes that better, eſpecially that which accompanies Sal- 
vation, Heb. 6. 9. That runs into Eternity, and goes with us 11t- 
to the other World, is of the fermer Sort, 

FYTERNAL 
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EXTERNAT, Good, is but Res Media, capable of being 


ts us, ſometimes Good, and ſometimes Evil, as the Caſe may 
alcer. Bleſſings of this kind may become Curſes. Mal, 2. 2, 1 will 


Curſe your B.efſings — yea I have curſed them already He 
Mans Table may become his Snate, and that which was for his wel- 
fare a Trap, Plalm 69. 22. 

MEERLY External Bizfſinzs, are Curſes, when they become 
the fewel of Lufts, when they animate Men unto Contelts a- 
£21nſt Heaven, rebellions againſt the Divine Gorernment; when, 
like Feſurun, Men wax Fat by thein, and Kick againſt Heaven, 
Det, 32, This we are always 1;able to, till Spiritual Bleflings, 
intermingle with our other Bleſſiizs. And nothing ſhould more 
convince the World, that the kiadeſt and molt benign Part of 
the Divine Government lies in _ immediate Influences on the 
Minds of Men, and that conſequently their own Felicity depends 
thereon. Let all things that can be imagined, concur in the 
kind of External Goo! ; and they can never make him an Hap- 
Py Man, that has -an ill Mind : He will always be his own 
Hell, and carry that about with him whereſoever he goes ; He 
will be a conſtant Spring and Fountain of Miſery to Himſelf, 
Miſery, and he cannot be ſeparated from one another. There 
is no Peace to the Wicked, ſaith my GOD, but he will be always. 
a troubled Sea, whoſe Waters caſt forth Aire and Dirt, Ia. 57. 
20, 21. The Philoſophy' of Pagans would have made them aſha- 
ned to Place their Felicity in any Thing without, or Fo- 
reign to themſelves. 

BUT we are Chriſtians, and ſhall we not much more he aſha- 
med, to take other, or even oppoſite Meaſures of Bleſſedneſs, to 
thoſe which are given us by our Divme aſter. 

TO be Tovr in $jirit; upon juſt. accounts Mourners, Meek, 
Hungry ani Thirſty after Righteouſneſs, Mercifil, Pure in Heart. 
Peace-Makers. To ſubmit to be perſecuted for Righteouſneſs-ſake. 
Thcſe are his Charaters of a Bleſſed Man. And He places 
that Bleſſedneſs it ſelt in Congenerous Things, at. 5. 3, 4, 
_——- 

LET ns Leara from him; and Colle that nothing but 
Wickedneſs cin make us miſerable. What an overflow- 
ing Deluge have we in View? Tending to ſubvert our Religt- 
on, and our Crvil State together ! Nor have we another Effectu- 
al Remedy in view, but the Spirit of G OD, it He will vouch- 
fife to poar it forth. The great Enemy of Aankind 1s come 
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ia upon us like a Flood ;, and only the Spirit of the Lord can lift uþ 
a Standard againſt him, Iſa. 59. 19. The Spirit of the Lord 
would be to us as a purifying Flame, to burn np our Filthi- 
neſs, andenkindle in vs that Divine Love, that would make us 
Zealous of good Werks. And this ſhould be with us the Matter 
of earneſt and inceſſant Supplication, not with Diffidence, for 
He will give his Spirit tothem that as bim, Luke 11. 13. Nor with 


diminiſhing Thoughts of the Neceſlity and Value of the Gifr. 


Take heed of that, for that were to he miſerable and undone 
by a Principle; To be miſled by a prophane falſe Judgment, 
into the Contempt of the moſt highly valuable Things, that are 
moſt neceſſary to onr true Welfare, And which are all con- 
tained in the Gift of the Spirit, as you may ſee by comparing 
at. 7. and Luke 11. with one another. in the one Place it 
is ſaid. ds. will give good Things to them that ask him; in the 
other Place it is ſaid, his Spirit ; implying, that the Gift of the 
Spirit Involves in it all good Things. And certainly nothing can 
be good to any Man, till he hath that Spirit that makes him 
Good : And we are greatly concerned, 'to Snpplicate mightily 
for the Effuſion of that Bleſſed Spirit, for theſe two Purpoſes 
eſpecially. Firſt, That there may be a larger Diffuſion amongſt 
vs of Vital Religion, whereby we ſhall be at Peace with G O D. 
Secondly, That Chriſtiaz Lowe may more abound, whereby Chri- 
{tians may be compoſed to mutual Peace, and more diſpos'd to 
mutual Communion with one another. 

1. THAT there may be a larger Diffuſion of Yital Reli- 
£10a, Wherein ſtands indeed their being at Peace with G OD, 
when there is a mutual amplexus between him- and them, Mind 
touching Mind, and Spirit Spirit ; when He does, by His Spi- 
rit, embrace the Spirits of Men, and infuſe Light and Life in- 
to them, and adapt and ſuit them for his Communion, To 
this Purpoſe, we. have great Cauſe to beg and ſupplicate ear- 
neſtly, for a greater pouring forth of his Spirit that this 
living Religion may {ſpread amongſt us: For we appear tO be 
under a J3»om, while it does not fo, thi ſceinp we ſhould ſee, 
au! not perceive, @c. Iſa. 6. O the fearful guilt incurr'd 
one Lords Day after another! When great Afemblies mect 
tozether, Multitudes are beforght and ſuppiicate.i, that they 
woui be Reccenciled to G ON, bunt too few Liften. Peace 
with GOD, itceems not a valuable Thing with us, His Fawour 
ia nhich is Lifc, 1s little fet by. When, with many a one, a 
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Treaty is continned, in Order to Peace, through many Years, 
Seven, to, Twenty, Thirty, nay Forty Years; and yet this 
rear brings not about a Peace at laſt ; but they ſtand out 
Eu, hajvencd in their Impenitency, Infidelity, Obſtinacy, En- 
wry, azain!t GOD and his Chriit, through the Power and 
Doninion that an Earthly, Vain, Carnal Mind has in them, and 
over them, What can our Peace with Men fignifie in this 
Caic ? What do we + know, that the Friendſktip of this World is 
ZE mity aoatnjſt God ? James 4.4. 1 Jehn 2. 15. And that it is 
as impctiible, for a Man to be a fincere Lover of G OD, and 
a1 over-intenſe Lover of this World, as to have tro GODS, 
z. e. two Supream Pomers to govern him, two Suprezm Goods: to 
fatisRe him. This muſt breed a perpetual War, till the Caſe 
alters between Thee, and Him that made Thee; and We to 
bm that ftrives with His Maker ! To have the Wrath of G OD, 
Armed with Omnipotency, engaged againſt Thee; and yet 


- that thou ſhonldeſt not covet Peace, that yet thou ſhouldft 


not cry for Peace! To have the Peace-making Blood of thy 
Redeemer, crying to Thee, O he at Peace with GOD! To 
have Him that ſhed it thus beſpeaking Thee, I am ready to 
do the Part of a Days-man ; I have dyed upon the Crofs, that 
I might do fo, that I might effect and bring about a Peace be- 
tween GOD and Thee. I am ready to Mediate, make Uſe 
of Me. 1 will undertake on GODS Part, that He ſhall Par- 
don Thee, that . He ſhall Forgive Thee, and let the Contro- 
verhe fall, if yet thy Heart, on thy Part, will yeild, melt, 
and rctent, and thou cry for Mercy. He came with. this De- 


-lign into this World, the Proclamation of Angels at His com- 


ing ſpake his Deſign, Gl;ry to GOD in the Higheſt, and Peace 
on Earth, and Good Will towards cn. Shall not all this be be- 
lieyved? Or ſhall Men pretend to believe it, and not Conſider 
it, Or not Look vpon it, as a conſiderable Thing ? 

2. AND there is as much need too, that we ivpplicate for 
this Spirit, as a Spirir of mutual Love among Chriſtians, to re- 
concile them to one another. Which indeed is alſo but to 
Ghriſtianize them, to make Vital Religion take Place with them, 
For that ſame Spirit of Chriſt, which: animates his Body, and 
makes them his Living Members, makes them tach to one another, 
And the Matter ſpeaks it ſelf, That oppoſite Spirit vato truly 
Chriſtian Peace and Love which appears amongſt us, nothing bur 
the Spirit of Chriſt can overcome; we are not to expect a wy 
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of our Diſtempers in this Kind, bunt by the pouring forth of thus 
Bleſled Spirit : And if there be not a Cure, we are certainly to cx- 
pect the pouring forth of his Wrath. And Things look with a 
Threatning Aſpe& upon us to this Purpoſe. Now that Oppor- 
tunity is fo Inviting, GODS Call fo Lond, and the Way io 
Plain, That yer an Indiſpoiition to Peace thould be fo obitt- 
nate, that Breaches ſhould bz kept opea by Trifies, and vaac- 
countable Things, of which no Man of Senſe can pretend to 
give an Account, That there is Strife, too manifeſtly not from 
the Love of TyY#th whereof not one Hair nzeds be Lo!t (nor 
of any other valuable Thing ) but meerly from the Love of 
Strife; when as to the moſt Material and Important. Truths, 
Men are agreed, but would ſeem to gifagree ; they Mean the 
ſame Things, but impute to one another a different Meaning ; 
and pretend to know the others Mind better than themſelves, 
that on that pretence they may Quarrel with them! All this 
looks Fatally, And our rvnjuſk Angers at one another, are too 
expreſſive of GODS juſk Arger nith vs ail; that his Good 
Spirit, that Spirit of Love, Peace, Kindneſs, Benignity is fo 20- 
torioully Refiſted, Vexed, Grieved, and Dcefſpited by us. And 
the. Conſequences are likely, for ſome Jime, to be very Diſmal. 
Though when GOD hath proceeded in a Way of Punitive 
Animadverion, ſo far as he ſhall Judge neceſſary for the Vin- 
dication of his own Name, and the Honour of ovr Religion fo 
ſcandalouſiy miſrepreſented to the World, it will be eafie to Him, 
by one Vidorious Effort of that Spirit to rednce the Chriftian 
Church to its Original, genuin2 Temper ; and m3ke 1t ſhine a- 
241n, 1n its own Native Light, and Luitre. Bvt 1a the Mean 
"Time, I cannor ſee, that there is greater necd of an over-pour- 
ing Influence of the Holy Ghoſt, to draw Men into Union 


with Chriſt, and thereby to bring back Apoſtite Souls to 


GOD, orto work in them Faith and Repentance, than to bring 
them into Union wp Chriſtian Terms, with one another. Or 
that the Love. of this World, or any the mot ignominions ſen- 
{ual Luſt, or Vice ( Drunkenneſs, Gluttony, or any other ) are 
more hardly, or more rarely overcome, than the Envy, Wrath, 
Malice, which Chriſtians ordinarijy, are not at 1] ſhy of ex- 
preſſing toward one another. 

I ſpeak upon ſome Expericnce, lamenting that having this cc- 
caſfion ( which Senſe of Dnty will not let me halk ) I have al- 
io 1o much Cauſe, to mention that foregoing Obiryation. For 
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I cannot forget, that ſometime Diſcourſing with ſome very No- 
ted Perſons about the buſineſs of Union among Chriſtians, it 
hath been freely granted me, that there was not ſo much as a 
Principle left ( among thoſe the Diſcourſe had Reference to ) 
upon which to Diſagree. And yet the ſame fixed Averſion to: 
Union, continued as before; as a plain Proof, they were not 
Principles, but Ends, we were ſtill to differ for. In this. Caſe, 
what but the Power of an Almighty Spirit can overcome ? To. 
quote Texts of Scripture upon ſuch Occaſions, ſignifies nothing, 
even. to thoſe who profeſs a Veneration for thoſe Holy Ora- 
cles of GOD, Let ſuch Places be mention'd, as are expreſly 
directed zgainſt Divition, Wrath, Strife, Slandering or Backbiting 
one another, and they avail no more, than if the Vice, were 
the Vertue, or the Vertue the Vice; no more than if it were 
a Command to Chriltians, to Malign, to Traduce, to Backbite 
one another, To urge ſo plain and numerous Scriptures in 
theſe Caſes, it is to as little Purpoſe, as to oppoſe ones Breath 
to a Storm; It is the ſame Thing, as if all Scriptures, that 
had any Aſpect or Look this Way, were quite put out of 


'the Caron, and all this, with Men zealous for the Divine Au- 


thority of the Ecripture. And indeed it is come to that paſs 
as to look like a Jeſt, to expea that any Man ſhould be ſway- 
ed by Scripture, or the moſt convincing Reaſon agreeable thereto, 
againſt his own Paſſion or Humour, or againſt the ( ſuppoſed 
though never ſo groſly miſtaken ) Intereſt of his Party. 

NOR is it meer Peace, that 1s to be aimed at, but frce, mutzal 
Chriſtian Communion with ſuch, as do all hold the Head, Chriſt, As 
Peace betwecn Nations infers Commerce, ſo amorg Chriſtian. 
Churches, it ought to infer a Fellowſhip in Aqs of Worſhip. 1 

51h there were no Cauſe to ſay this 1s declined, when no Pre- 
tence 1s left againſt it but falſe Accuſation ; none but what muſt 
be ſupported by Lying and Calumny : Too many are bulie at 
inventing of that which is no where to be found, that Exilts 
not in the Natvre of Things, that they may have a Colour 
for continned Diſtance. And 1s not this, to fiy in the Face 
of the Authority under which we Live? z. e. The Ruling Pow- 
er of the Kingdom of Chriſt, the Prince of Peace ? *Tis itrange 
they are not aſhamed to be called Chriſtizns ; that they do 
not. Diſcard and Abandon the Name, that can allow themſelves 
in ſuch Things ! And tis here to be Noted, that "tis quite ano- 


» ther Thing, what is 1a it ſelf Trae or Falſe, Right or Wrong, 


and. 


La 


31uÞ 


[ 21 7 
and what is to be a Meaſure or Boundary of Chriſtias Corms - 
1079, Are we yct to Learn, that Chriſtian Communion 1s no: 
amongſt Men that are perfe&, bat that are Labouring under 

:tanifold Imperfettions, both in Knowledge and Holineſs! And 
whatſoever Miſtake in Judgment, or Obliquity in Practice, can 
conliſt with holding the Head, ought to conſiſt alſo with being 
of the ſame Chriſtian Communion ; not the ſame Locally which 
is 1mpoſlible ; but the fame occationally, as any Providence 11- 
vites at this or that "Time; and Mentally, in Heart and Spi- 
rit, at all Times. And to ſuch Peace ( and confequently Com- 
munion ) we are all called in 0;e Fody, Col. 3. 15. We are ex- 
prelly required to receive one another ( which cannot but Mean 
into each others Communion ) and zot to doubtful Diſp::tations, 
Rom. 14.1. If any be Thought to be Weak, and thereupon 
to Differ from us in ſome or other Sentiments, if the Ditfe- 
rence conſiſts with holding the Fead, they are not, becauſe they 
are Weak, to be Kefuſed Communion, but Received ; and Ke- 
ccived, l'ecauſe the Lord has Received them, Ver. 3. All that we 
ſhould think Chriſt has Rectived into his "Communion, we ovght 
to Rec:ive into ours, Rox. 15. 7. Scriptures are fo expreſs to 
this Purpoſe, that nothing can be more. 

AND, indeed, to make New Boundaries of Chriſtian Coum- 
munton, 1s to make a New Chriſtianity, and a New Goſpel, and 
New Rules of Chriſt's Kingdom ; and, by which to diſtinguiſh 
Subjects and Rebels, and in Efiect to Dethrone Him, to Rival 
Him in His higheZPrerogative, viz. The Eſtabliſhing the Terms 
of Lite and Death, for Men Living under his Goſpel. It 15 
to Confine Salvation, in the Means of it, to fuch or ſvch a 
Party, ſuch a Church ; arbitrarily Diſtinguiſhed from the reit of 
Chriſtians. As if the Priviledges of his Kingdom belong'd to a 
Party only; and that, for inſtance the Lords "Table were to 
loſe its Name, and be no longer fo called, but the Table of this 
or that Church, conſtituted by 'Rules of tour ona Deviſmg. 
For if it be the Lords Table, they are to keep it Free, to be 
approach't upon the Lords Terms, and not their own. In the 
mean time, what higher Invaſion. can there be of Chriſts. 
Rights? And. lince the Chriſtian Church became fo cyerwiſe, 
above what is Written in framing New Docrrines, and Rules 
of Worſhip, How miſcrably it hath Languiih't, and becn Torn 
in Pieces, they cannot be ignorant who have read any Thing 
of the Hiſtory of ur. 

AND 
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AMD indecd there 13 not a Difference to be fonnd, amongſt 
\them th.2t bold the Z/cad, but ruſt be ſo Minnte, that it canaot be 
a Pretence for Refuing Communion, For tree Chriſtian Cha- 
rity will as leaſt Refolve it into Weakneſs, And Men are g2- 
nerally ſo kinil to themſcives, that he from whom another dif- 
fors, vill be very apt to think himſelf the ſtronger ; then does 
' the Rule conclude him, Tow that are - Strong, bear the Tnſirmities 
of th: 1/7ez!, and do not Diſpute with" them, but Receive them. 
This Obligation immediately lies oz the Stroup, and therefore 
mult take hold of them that think themſeives ſo, not to Di- 
ſ>ute with the others but receive them, and becazſe the Lord 
has Received them. Does He take them into his Communion, 
and will not You take them into Yours? To profeſs want of 
Charity in Excufe, is to Excuſe a Fault by a Wickedneſs. It 
is to Uſurp Chriſts Judgment-Seat, and Invade His Office, Rom. 
14, 4, 10. Therefore whereſocver there is any ſuch Caſe to 
be found, that let a Man be never ſo found in the Faith, ne- 
ver ſo Orthodox, let him be in all Things elſe never ſo Re- 
zular through his whole Converſation, if he do not ſibmit to 
ſome doubtful Thing, Thought perhaps a Matter of indifferen- 
cy on the one fide, and unlawful oa the other ; this Perſon 
ran{t be excluded Chriſtian Communion, for no other known 
Preterc?, but only that he preſzznred to Poult ſomewhat in the 
impoſed Terms; for this very Dobt he is to be Treated as 
an Heath: or Prblicar, or indeed no more to be Received in- 
to our Commnnion, than a Dog, cr a Swine, How will this 
be Juſtified at Chriſt's Tribnnal ! 

BU T how much lc$ juſtifiable is it, if not only Corrmunion be 
Pefuſed, but Ruine Defined, to fuch as Differ from us abont 
thoſe our Arbitrary Additions to Chriits Rules, and Bounda- 
ries of Chritian Communion. 

AND fecarce can a very feriovs Perfon ( even in- fo ſcrious 
a. Matter ) forbezr to Smile, when they {ce them that have 
done fo much harm to their Fefor-Chriſtiazs, attempt to juſtifie 
it, on]; in Effect from their having Power to do it ; which would 
as well juitifie any Thing, iince no Man does what he could 
;;0t do, 

"NOR yet do I Iook upon this Pronenefs, to innovate and 
Ceviſe other Terms of Chriſtian Communion than Chriſt hath 
Umiclt appointed, as the Pccultar Charadler of a Party : But as 
4 Sympto;a of the Gifeaſed State of the Chrittian Church, t30 

plaitn- 
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plainly appearing in all Parties, As I alfo reckon it too low 
and narrow a Deſign, to aim at a Crenefs of Communion aiong 
Chriſtians of this and that ſingle Party and Perſwafion;, which 
would but make fo muci1 the Larger Tlens, and Twnor a great- 
er unnatural Apoſtcm or Sccefjron, in the Sacred Body of cur 
Bleſſed Lord. Nothing in this Kind, can b2a Deiign worthy 
of a Chriſtian, or ſuitable to the Spirit of C':riſt, b:t to have 
Chriſtian Communion Extended and Linitted, according to the ex- 


tent, and Limits of wiſthly Serious and wital Chriſtiznity, And 


hereof, that diſtinguiſhing judgment, which 1s nece{lary, 1s as 
little dithcult as in Private Converſation between a YViſzole Fried, 
and a Yiſthle Eneiny, or in Publick and Political, between a 7- 
ſible Subjed?, and a Viſable Rebel. So far as a Diſcrimination can 
and according to Chriſts Rules ( not our own unbounded Fan- 
cics ) ought to be made, any ſerious Livinz Chrifiin, of what-: 


ſoever Party or Denomination; I ought to communicate witir 


as ſuch, and with only fjuch, For Living Chriſtians to ſevir from 
one another, or to mingle with the Dead, 1s an equal Tran{- 
greſſion, Nor muſt our Judgment of any ſuch Caſe, be guided 


by meer Charity, but mult guide it, being it ſelf guided by the 


known Laws of Chrilt. 

TO Summ vp all, when onee we ſhall have Learned to di- 
itinguiſh between the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, and acciclent.il 
Appeadages, And between Accidents of Chriſt's appointing, and 


of our DNeviting, and to dread aftixing of our own Devices to- 


{o Sacred an Inſtitution, Much more when every Truth or 
Duty contained 1n. the Bibie, cannot be connted Efential or 
Neceltary, when we ſhall have learnt not only not to add Inven- 
tions of our own to that Sacred Frame, but much more not 
to preſume to inſert tiem into the Order of Eſſentials or Ne-- 
ceſſaries, and Treat Men as no Chriſtians, for wanting them. 


When the Goſpel ſhall have its Liberty to the utmoit Ends of 


the Earth. Whea the Regenerating Spirit ſhall go forth with 
ir, and propagate a Divine and GAID like Nature every where 
among Men. When Regeneration ſhall be underſtood to fig- 


nifie the communicating of ſuch a Nature, and ſuch Diſpoii-- 


tions to Men. When the weight of ſuch Words comes to 
22 apprehended [ He that hateth his Brother, abidcth in Deaty, 


t fohn 2. ] Whea to be Born of GON ceaſes to i{ignifie with- 


us, being Profelyted to this or that Church formed and di-: 
itinguſhed by Eumane Device, \Wiien Religions Prerences 


4 
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Ceaſe to ſerve Polnical Purpoſes, when - the Intereſt of a 
Party ceaſes to weigh -more with us than the whole Chriſti- 1 
an Intereſt, When Sincerity ſhall be Thought the. nobleſt Em- 
beiliſhment of a Chriſtian, hen the Wolf alſo ſhall dell with 
th! Lamb, and the Leop.rd {ba!l Lie down with the Kid : Anil 
the Calf, and the TYouns Lion ard the Fatling together, and a lit- 


tls Child ſhall lead them, And the Cow and the Bear ſhall feed, 
their Toung Ones ſhall lie down together : And. tie Lion ſhall Eat 

Ntraw live the Ox. And the Suckiag Child ſhall Play on the hole 7 
of the Aſp, and the Weaned Child ſhall put his Hand on the Cock- 
atrice-Dom, They fhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my Holy Moun- | 


tain : For the Earth ſhll be full of the Knowledge of the Lord, as 
the IWaters cover the Sea, Ia. 11.6,7, 8, 9. Then nill our Peac# 
be as a River, and our Righteouſneſs as the Waves of the Sea. 
Ha. 48. 18. And the Glorious Lord will Himſelf be to us a 
Place of broad Waters, Ch. 33. 21. Where Straits, and Rocks, 
and Shelves, ſhall no more Afﬀright or Endanger vs. But it 
theſe Things take no Place with us, then have we Cauſe to ap- w 
prehend that the Things of our Peace are yct hid from our Eyes. | 
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